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FAMILIES OF THYSANOPTERA

Suborder TUBULIFERA (3000+ species)

Phlaeothripidae

Suborder TEREBRANTIA (2000+ species)

Merothripidae (17) Heterothripidae (70)

Melanthripidae (60) Thripidae (1750)

Aeolothripidae (200) Uzellothripidae (1)

Adiheterothripidae (4) Fauriellidae (5)



PEST SPECIES OF THRIPS

As many as 90 species are listed as pests 

worldwide although 65 species likely limit 

crop production significantly

Most pest species in the Thrips & 

Frankliniella

About 20 species are cosmopolitan-spread 

by the trade of plants



Phlaeothripidae

Most species feed on fungal hyphae

Lineage between species not understood; 

taxonomy of the family not stable

Liothrips species in the tropics feed on 

peppers, avocados, Liliaceae, and 

Orchidaceae

Gynaikothrips species important in trade of 

Ficus



PHLAEOTHRIPIDAE

Chute-like ovipositor

No veins on the wings

Antenna usually with 8 segments



Gynaikothrips ficorum, Cuban laurel thrips

Gynaikothrips uzeli, weeping fig thrips
http://creatures.ifas.ufl.edu/orn/thrips/cuban_laurel_thrips.htm

tube-like egg-

laying structure



Gynaikothrips ficorum & uzeli

Serious pests in the Caribbean Basin and 

Central America of species of Ficus in the 

landscape and in protected culture

Important in the international trade of 

Ficus

Each species of Gynaikothrips very host 

specific to species of Ficus



Aeolothripidae

Most commonly associated with crops

Species have a range of feeding habits

Melanthrips purely phytophagous

Franklinothrips predaceous

Aeolothrips facultative predators feeding 

on pollen and other arthropods



AEOLOTHRIPIDAE

200 species in 24 genera

Sensoria on antennal segments III and IV 

linear

Antennae are nine-segmented with the 

terminal 3 or 5 segments closely joined 

together


