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Collecting thrips

Beat vegetation over 
plastic tray in field or lab

Remove thrips with fine 
paint brush or aspirator. 
Place into 60-70% 
alcohol or AGA (10 parts 
60% alcohol, 1 part 
glycerine, 1 part acetic 
acid)

Thrips can be kept alive

Individual plants, flowers, 
leaves can be sampled
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Laurence Mound collecting thrips with beat tray from flowers
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Aspirating thrips from peanut flowers to be kept alive
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Sampling to Estimate Density

Place flowers, leaves, or 

buds in containers of 60-

70% alcohol or soapy 

water

Extract under 40-160x 

stereoscope

Or extract through series 

of decreasing sieve sizes

Multiple samples to 

achieve required 

precision level
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Pepper flowers being placed in vials with 70% alcohol
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